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that the task of publication was so bequeathed. The references 
given will help to complete the list of Harriot’s mathematical 
attainments; but it seems a pity that the opportunity was missed 
to reinstate the testimony of Savilian Professor S.P. Rigaud 
which has been almost universally ignored for over 130 years, 
that Harriot, so far from remaining in the orbit of Vieta for 
whom negative numbers were taboo, admitted imaginary numbers as 
existing in the mind and wrote the square root of a negative 
number exactly as we do. 
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This book deals with one of the most neglected areas of 
philosophy, one that nowadays is cultiyated mostly by philosophers 
ignorant of mathematics or mathematicians ignorant of philosophy. 
Despite its title and a reference to “the originality of this 
project” (p. viii) this work is not an original monograph but a 
collection of readings preceded by useful didactic introductions. 
Moreover it is the selection of a nonmathematical philosopher 
rather than that of a mathematician: Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, 
Hobbes, Locke, Newton, Leibniz, Berkeley, Hume, Kant, Mill, 
Frege, Stenius, Axinn, and Black. The mathematician may object 
to most of these selections because their authors did not or do 
not master any branch of mathematics. And he may miss the names 
of a number of mathematicians that did have something important 
to say about the nature of mathematics, such as Archimedes, Pap- 
pus, Pascal, d’Alembert, Hilbert, Peano, Russell, Couturat, 
Enriques, Beth, and Kreisel. But if he wants to know what philo- 
sophers think about mathematics then he will be well served by 
this volume. Some selections will amuse him and others will 
enrage him, but a few will instruct him and the whole may chal- 
lenge him to embark on what is badly needed, namely the construc- 
tion of a systematic philosophy of mathematics combining an 
adequate knowledge of both mathematics and philosophy. 
